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Forward 

and Onward  

The brave young men 
who landed at 
Normandy on D-Day in 
June of 1944 had an 
abundance of training 
for battle, but no 
experience facing a real 
and determined enemy. 
Lord Lovat, a British 

commander who would lead his troops onto the beach, 
was one of the few in his company who had seen action 
at the warfront. His troops listened intently as he gave a 
two-minute speech before they left for the assault. Later, 
those who survived said they remembered one phrase 
from his speech that saved their lives: “If you want to live, 
keep moving.” 
  
Those are wise words for churches facing 2023. We must 
keep moving forward and outward if we want to live. 
  
The LORD gave Joshua the same instructions when 
unfolding His plan for Israel to cross the Jordan River. 
“When you see the ark of the covenant of the Lord your 
God (moving forward with the priests), set out from your 
place and go after it.” (Joshua 3:3) The future of Israel lay 
on the other side of the Jordan, not where they were 
presently encamped. 
  
Together, let’s agree to follow the Lord’s presence into 
2023 and seek to let Him produce the fruit of the Spirit in 
our lives as we obey Him. A church filled with people full 
of love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control will be such a 
needed respite from the anger and hatred of the world 

around us; it will be practically irresistible!  
 

 

 

January 

• 2 – High School New Year Game Night 

 

February 

• 12 – There were 25 at the Valentine Couples Dinner, 

sponsored by the Teens. 

• 13 – Super Bowl Sunday Bible Trivia Contest was 

won this year by the Life Matter’s Sunday School 

class. For Valentine’s Day, the younger kids sang 

“Never Let Go of Me” during worship. 

• 25 – Teen bowling night had 12 participants. 

 

March 

• 12 – Family Craft Night for ages 3-11 was attended by 

16 children along with their families. 

• 18 – Winter Jam attended by seven teens along with 

various chaperones. Everyone enjoyed the event! 

• 20 – Youth Ministry Training for all kids’ teachers  

• 28 – Creative Card Stamping Class began. 

• 31 – Ladies 7-week Bible Study of “The Armor of 

God” by Priscilla Shirer began with an average of 10 

ladies attending. 

 

April 

• 3 – The Annie Armstrong Easter Offering Spaghetti 

Dinner, sponsored by the Luta Tebault Circle, made 

$1,172 for home missions. 

• 5 – Men’s 8-week Bible Study of “Unfolded” by Eric 

Geiger began with an average of six men at each 

study. 

• 16 – Easter Egg Hunt with Easter story, egg hunt and 

lunch for the kiddos. [Below Jeremy teaches the Easter 

story.] 



• 17 – Easter sunrise services started the day. The Sweet 

Sensations Dessert Auction benefiting Annie 

Armstrong Easter Offering ended it. We loved our 

sweets to the tune of $867. The Shades of Grace 

(Hollie, Linda, Nina, and Jennifer) sang “I Will Rise” 

for the worship special music. 

• 24 – BBC donated to the Bridge Network mission 

project Code Lavender, making 6 baskets to give to 

school nurses - Kellam (2), PA Middle (2), Creeds (1), 

and Hickory Elem (1). 

 

May 

• 15 – First business meeting of the year 

• 15 – Seven from BBC 

attended the Phil 

Wickham concert at 

River Oak Baptist. It 

was a great night of 

contemporary worship! 

• 21 – Everyone must 

have been busy for this 

Family Movie Night. 

Only one showing up so it was turned into a movie 

night for the many teen volunteers who were there. 

Lemonade out of lemons! 

• 29 – Youth Sunday was held, and the kids took over 

the worship service. Meadow Cortazzo was the 

featured speaker

 
 

June 

• 9 – The movie “The War Room” was shown with nine 

attending. 

• 12 – With both Pastor 

Lynn & Ms. Hollie out of 

town Linda was joined by 

Don Arth to lead the 

congregational hymns! 

• 18 – The first Spring 

Fling and Field Day was 

held at church including athletic events and games, 

and free popcorn, cotton candy and snow cones. There 

were 18 participants. 

• 19 – We had a Tailgate Worship Service just because 

we could and not because we had. It was quite festive, 

and everyone enjoyed meeting outdoors. More people 

attended Sunday School afterwards than usual. 

• 21 – Men’s 2nd 8-week Bible Study on “The Chosen” 

began. 

• 26 – Graduate Sunday 

honored Emily Kovacs, 

Logan Rollins, and Wyatt 

Schratwieser. 

 

July 

• 1 – Life Matters Game 

Night and Dinner. 

• 7 – Women’s 2nd Bible 

Study on “Get Out of 

Your Head” by Jennie 

Allen. 

• 10 – Called business meeting to vote for updated 

building use rules and Cemetery contract. 

• 15 – VBS Registration Family Movie Night. 13 

children attended. 

• 17 – Our 2nd Tailgate Worship Service went well, but 

we all agreed that July is just too hot to be outside. 

The Luta Tebault Circle held their annual Ice Cream 

Social and everyone cooled off significantly. 

• BBC provided six volunteers who made lunches for 

the World 

Changers. 

• 25-29 – 

Vacation Bible 

School had 77 

participants 

including 

children and 

adults. 

 

August 

• Our scholarship 

winners were announced: Congratulations to Eliza 

Davis, Eryn Graves, Emma Hardaway, Emily Kovacs, 

and Nicole Phillips 

• 20 – BBC Tides Night 

• 26 – The Adventure Park excursion was enjoyed by 15 

middle & high school kids. 

• 28 –On Promotion Day we saw eight kids advance to 

their next level Sunday School class.  

• 28 – We helped the Bridge Network mission project 

by donating hygiene kit supplies to the Easter Shore 

migrant center. Two boxes of school supplies were 

given to the migrant center and another two boxes 

went to Creeds Elementary. 

• 28 – The annual business meeting was held to vote in 

new officers and volunteers for the coming year. We 

also voted on Bylaw amendments including changing 

Sunday School Director to the new Discipleship 

Director. 
 

Happy New Year! “There is surely a future hope for you, and 
your hope will not be cut off.” ~ Proverbs 23:18 



September 

• 11 – The Senior Luncheon was attended by 27 hungry 

seniors. Thank you LTC members for a great meal!  

• 25 – We met in the Social Hall for coffee and donuts 

and to welcome missionaries Bill & Ashley Freeman, 

who shared about their experiences of living and 

sharing the Gospel in a foreign land. 

 

October 

• 5 – 3rd Women’s Bible Study begins a 14-week study 

on “The 14 Era Story Arc of the Bible” with an 

average of eight attending. 

• 9 – Annual Church picnic at Munden’s Point Park was 

great. 

Having it 

later in the 

year gave 

us cooler 

weather to 

enjoy the 

event! We were finally able 

to get a photo of our main 

photo-taker at the picnic! 

• 22 – Eight younger kids 

through grade 5 had a ball at 

the Pumpkin Carving Party!  

 
 

• 24 – The 3rd Men’s Bible Study on “The 14 Era Story 

Arc of the Bible” began, averaging seven attending. 

• 27 – Thank you to Curtis & Cheryl, Don & Phyllis, 

and Craig & Susan, our BBC messengers at the BNoC 

annual Fall meeting. 

• 30 –The Fall Festival and Trunk or Treat was a great 

success with over 100 visitors showing up. Thank you 

to Luta Tebault Circle for doing so much to make this 

a great time for all! 

• 30 –We donated 40 Christmas backpacks for 

Appalachia this year, each filled with items for the 

children who received them. 

 

November 

• 19 – High Schoolers enjoy a Bonfire at the Phillips’ 

home. Middle Schoolers had Movie Night at the 

Savage’s home 

 

• 20 –Thanksgiving Luncheon. Thank you, Maureen, 

Lynne, and Susan 

for making it 

awesome! We are 

thankful for You! 

 

December 

• 11 – The annual 

Christmas play 

was held. Many 

thanks to all the 

children who participated and to the adults who 

worked with them. 

We especially 

want to thank 

Debbie Keller who 

made all this 

happen while 

dealing with a 

broken arm!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• On December 18 the Christmas Singers performed for 

us, singing “Sing We Now of Christmas” and “What 

Child Is This.” Members of the group included 

Genevieve Cortazzo, Gracelyn Sawyer, Hayley Scott, 

Haiden Scott, Angela Gregory, Linda Jordan, and 

Melissa Teets.  
• On December 24 we enjoyed a beautiful Christmas 

Eve candlelight service. Because Christmas came on 

Sunday all December 25th services were cancelled. 
 

DONATE ONLINE with Givelify @ 

http://www.blackwaterbaptist.org/donate.html 



2022 Missions Report 

When you support missions, you help spread the 

gospel to the world! 

• In 2022 BBC contributed 

$4,629.00 to the Annie 

Armstrong Easter Offering 

which supports home 

missions through the North 

American Mission Board. 

The North American Mission 

Board serves the United States, Canada and U.S. 

territories of Puerto Rico, Virgin Islands, Guam, and 

American Samoa. 

• So far BBC has donated $889.44 to the Lottie Moon 

Christmas Offering. This includes Christmas card 

postage and 31 poinsettias placed in honor and 

memory of loved ones, as well as donations marked 

for LMCO support to international missionaries. 

Collecting continues through January. 

• The Luta Tebault Circle currently has 8 members, and 

you’ll notice, they often sponsor a lot of the mission 

action projects that BBC does each year. BBC 

Missions Director Ashley Boyett says, “We would 

love to have more folks involved in WMU!” Contact 

her to discover how you can participate in WMU in 

2023. 

 

2022 Guest Speakers: 
• Rev. Todd Holt 

• Rev. Philip Botts 

• Rev. Joe Newman 

• Rev. Tom Thomasson 

• Rev. Jim Rizer 

• Rev. Lynn Garrett 

• Rev. Antonio Woolard 

• Rev. Joshua Starr 

• Rev. Jeff Lowe 

 

2022 New Church Members:  

• Sawyer Phillips 

• Lee & Michele Salyer 

• Landin (LJ) Spruill 

• Billy Compton 

 

2022 Reached a Higher Calling 

• Georgia Shirley – passed January 5, 2022 

• Bonnie Marrow – passed March 1, 2022 

• Helen Lane – passed April 12, 2022 

• Earl Cahoon – passed July 11, 2022 

• Cecil Shirley Jr. – passed August 18, 2022 

• Shane Riddle – passed November 11, 2022 

• Earl Tebault – passed December 20, 2022 

Deacons 
(A – F)   Don Arth (Chairman)  757-421-0620 
(G – K)  Craig Creamer  757-777-6434 
(L – R)   Kevin Rowell   757-416-4537 
(S – Z)   Curtis Shirley   757-620-1556 

 

COMING IN 2023 
 

The new BASIC CHRISTIAN LIVING 

Sunday School class 
 

Pastor Hardaway leads the class, for all age groups, 

through the DisciplesPath curriculum from Lifeway each 

Sunday at 9 am in the sanctuary. 
 

DisciplesPath is a series of resources founded on Jesus's 

model of discipleship. Created by experienced disciple 

makers, it offers an intentional pathway for 

transformational discipleship and a way to help followers 

of Christ move from new disciples to mature disciple 

makers. 
 

The Beginning is the first volume in the series. It 

introduces the basic practices and elements of the faith and 

answers the kinds of questions all disciples ask, including: 
 

• What does it mean to become a disciple of Jesus? 

• How do I make Jesus the center of my life? 

• How do I connect with God in a deep and personal 

way? 

• What does my relationship with Jesus look like in 

community?  

• How do I model Jesus in my everyday life? 

 

RANDOLPH’S 3rd PANCAKE 

BREAKFAST 
Randolph Whitehurst, 

along with the Deacons, 

will again host one of his 

delicious PANCAKE 

BREAKFAST events. 

This will be held on 

January 21 @ 8 -10am in 

the social hall. Tickets 

are $5.00 per plate and 

can be purchased from any deacon. Proceeds will benefit 

Special Olympics. Last year BBC contributed $613.00 in 

Randolph’s name and hopes to do even better this year! 

 

Special thanks to Ashley Boyett, Susan Creamer, 

Linda Jordan, and Nicole Phillips for sharing their 

photographs and information. 
 


