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The Invisible War  

What Every Believer Needs to Know about 
the Invisible War 

The king of Aram was frustrated 
and angry; how was Israel 
learning of his battle plans? 
Every move against them was 
thwarted as if one of his trusted 
generals was feeding their 
enemy information about troop 

movements. He launched an extensive search for the 
mole, only to discover that Israel’s “secret informant” 
was not a secret; he was Elisha, the prophet of 
Jehovah; God was whispering the Aramaean king’s 
strategies to him so he could warn the king of Israel 
to take evasive action. 
 

     The infuriated king dispatched a special ops team 
to capture the prophet. Horsemen, chariots and a 
group of seasoned soldiers were sent under the 
command of one of his most decorated captains. 
They slipped into Israel quietly, under the cover of 
darkness, and surrounded the small village where the 
prophet was staying. 
 

     As the sky to the east began to fill with the 
amber glow of the sunrise, Elisha’s servant stepped 
out of the house, stretched his arms as far as he 
could to wake himself from a heavy night’s sleep. He 
thought he heard the familiar snort of a horse 
nearby, but it was out of place. He rubbed his eyes 
with his thumb and fingers to get a clearer look at 
what was making the sound. His heart began to 
pound like a hammer as he looked at the 

surrounding hills; they were filled with enemy 
soldiers! 
 

     Panicked, he ran into the room where the 
prophet was praying. “Elisha, we are about to be 
attacked! What are we going to do?” 
 

     The prophet slowly rose to his feet and looked at 
his servant with reassuring eyes. “Relax. There is no 
need to be afraid. Those who are with us are more 
than those who are with them. LORD, open his eyes 
so he may see.” 
 

It is what happened next that impacts our 
understanding of spiritual warfare: 
 

     The Lord opened the servant’s eyes, and he 
looked and saw the hills full of horses and chariots of 
fire all around Elisha. (2 Kings 6:8-17)  
 

     Read that line from Scripture again and think 
about what it means. A spiritual world exists around 
us, invisible to our physical eyes. It is filled with 
beings we cannot see. These spiritual beings (known 
to us as angels, principalities, powers, rulers) are 
engaged in an invisible war and, because we are 
servants of the King of kings, every believer is a 
soldier and is expected to fight.  
 

     Fortunately, we are not asked or expected to war 
in our own strength or intelligence; we are to “be 
strong in the Lord and in the power of His might.” 
(Ephesians 6:10) Let’s remember who our enemy is 
(Satan, not people) and keep our ears and hearts 
tuned to the instructions of our Commander, Jesus 
Christ! 
 
 



Intercessory Prayer List 
Audrey Arth Melinda Johnson 

Harold Bigelow Gary Lamm 

Nancy Butler  Beverly Lopes 

Myra Creekmore Loved One - cancer 

Preston Fussell Kathy Matsen 

Kevin Gowen Marty & Etta Mae Pitts 

Gary Gregory Shane Riddle 

Brenda Gwaltney Kaylee Rios * 

William Gwaltney Dr. Sani 

Peggy Hatcher Rick Setzer 

Mike Howell Barbra Williams 

Marie Hughes Kaisey Williams 

Karen James Kayla Williams * 

Families involved with the Virginia Beach shooting 
 

We Mourn the Loss of BBC members 

Joyce Shirley, Ethel Jones, and Forrest G. Bishop. 

We remember David Carey, youngest son of BBC 

member, Mike Carey. David was the great-grandson 

of Rev. Ralph Horn. 
 

New BBC Members 
We welcome the following to BBC: 

Rick & Mary Johnson       Jamie & Katie Ramberg 

Claudia Sawyer                  Pamela Williams 
 

WHERE 

WE’VE BEEN 
 

 
 

 

 
 

EASTER EGG HUNT Could it have been any 

more fun than on the Saturday morning before 

Easter? We seriously doubt it as kids of all ages, 

along with parents and grandparents, filled the social 

hall for the annual Easter Egg Hunt. Rough weather 

outside did nothing to dampen the atmosphere inside 

as kids enjoyed the various game booths and races. 

The main event, the actual hunt was held in different 

parts of the church and divided by age groups. 

Congratulations to Brittaney Kovacs for winning the 

grand prize drawing. Many photos were taken and 

much candy eaten thanks to the tremendous efforts by 

Maureen Hardaway and Becka Yawman, along with 

all the volunteers and numerous helpers. 

 

EASTER SUNRISE SERVICE It was a 

glorious morning to worship our King! As the sun 

slowly rose more than 50 people came out to 

remember the sacrifice and resurrection of our Lord 

and Savior. After prayer and hymns Pastor Lynn 

presented a brief message on the Sights and Sounds 

of Calvary 

http://www.blackwaterbaptist.org/uploads/6/0/7/8/60

78740/2019-04-21_sunrise.mp3 

 

Afterwards everyone enjoyed a time of fellowship 

with donuts and coffee in the cool dawn of the 

morning. Many thanks to Rob Goodman for setting 

up a sound system (using truck headlights in the dark) 

and to the men who helped move chairs in and out of 

the church. Thank you to Linda Jordan for playing the 

keyboard and Laurie Goodman for leading the songs. 

 

 

http://www.blackwaterbaptist.org/uploads/6/0/7/8/6078740/2019-04-21_sunrise.mp3
http://www.blackwaterbaptist.org/uploads/6/0/7/8/6078740/2019-04-21_sunrise.mp3


BYLAWS UPDATE After hours of prayerful 

examination of the church bylaws an updated version 

was submitted to the Church and accepted at the April 

business meeting. 
 

Changes included (but are not limited to) adding 

Deacon characteristics as described in the Bible; 

updating the duties of the Operating and Cemetery 

treasurers; the title of WMU Director was changed to 

the more accurate title of Missions Director; and 

Youth Director was added to serve on the Church 

Council. The Building Fund Committee is now the 

Investments Committee. The number of persons 

required for a quorum was set at 18; and Floral and 

Reservations committees and all Ushers and Greeters 

were moved to the volunteer list instead of appointed. 
 

These are just a few of the updates that will help 

guide our church into the future. The new bylaws, 

dated 4/28/2019, are available in the back hall. 
 

BBQ FEST On May 11 the Fentress Station band 

visited BBC with an explosion of fabulous bluegrass 

music. It was a toe-tappers dream for the more than 

100 people in attendance. Pat Riddick found himself 

playing harmonica with the band too! Afterwards 

everyone enjoyed a terrific barbeque dinner. Super 

thanks go out to Terry Davis for putting this great 

community event together! 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHER 

APPRECIATION Our wonderful Sunday School 

teachers were surprised on June 2 when they were 

recognized during worship services for their hard 

work and dedication to share God’s word. Each was 

presented with an appreciation gift and certificate. 

Our teachers are: 

Nursery Jennifer Riddle 

Beginners Jena Brunson & Jessie Newton 

Primaries Maureen Hardaway 

Tweens Nina Ambrose 

High School/College Susan Creamer & Becka 

Yawman 

Life Matters Hollie Schratwieser 

Joyful Adults Curtis Shirley & Craig Creamer 

Ladies Class Sue Shirley & Gloria Biemesderfer 

Sanctuary Class Lynn Hardaway & Craig Creamer 
 

Thank you, Laurie Goodman, for creating this special 

moment for our Teachers! 

 

JOINT WORSHIP After worship services on 

June 2 about 40 members of Blackwater Baptist 

Church went to visit New Oak Grove Baptist Church 

to enjoy a combined worship service with their 

congregation. The sanctuary was lively and spirit 

driven with song and praise. Pastor Hardaway 

presented a brief message of encouragement based on 

Psalm 121:2. You can hear his message @ 
http://www.blackwaterbaptist.org/uploads/6/0/7/8/6078
740/nog0060219.mp3 

 

BLOOD DRIVE Blackwater Baptist Church 

hosted another success blood drive on Tuesday, June 

4. Andrea Daniels and Sarah Whitson organized the 

event. Because of their efforts 25 units of blood from 

30 people were donated to help others in need. 

Special thanks to all the volunteer helpers and to 

Jennifer Riddle, Susie Kovacs, LaVerne Benns, and 

Sarah Whitson for providing desserts! 

 

GRADUATE SUNDAY BBC honored the 2019 

graduates during worship on June 9. Kailynn Ries 

graduated from high school and is the daughter of 

Richie & Kristy Keller. J.J. Slocum graduated from 

Old Dominion University and is the son of Jimmy & 

Gail Slocum. J.J. was unable to attend on June 9, but 

both grads were given Bibles from the church. We 

wish each of them much success and happiness in the 

coming years. 

(Below: Graduate Kailynn Ries and Craig Creamer) 

 
 

 

http://www.blackwaterbaptist.org/uploads/6/0/7/8/6078740/nog0060219.mp3
http://www.blackwaterbaptist.org/uploads/6/0/7/8/6078740/nog0060219.mp3


 
 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL was held June 23-27 with 31 teachers/workers and an average 

attendance of 35 children each night. This year the nightly love offering collected will benefit VBStrong, for the 

families of those who were killed in the mass shooting.  The challenge was to give $200 to slime Director 

Ashley Boyett, give $400 to also slime Doug Boyett, and if $600 was reached Pastor Lynn would also be in the 

hot seat! They made over $800!! You can see the results above! 
(Photos by Ashley Boyett, Jena Brunson, Jessica Newton and Andrea Daniels) 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

The next newsletter will be published in October. 



SOUNDS of MUSIC 
The PRAISE TEAM now includes Karen James, 

Cheryl Shirley, & Pamela Williams. The Praise Team 

is led by Hollie Schratwieser and also includes Linda 

Jordan, Laurie Goodman, Nina Ambrose, and 

Jennifer Riddle. Thank you, ladies, for leading our 

church each week in singing praises! 
 

Karen shared her skills as a guitarist and soloist by 

presenting “Love Starts with Me” in early April and 

“Seasons of Life on Mother’s Day. 

 

The JOYFUL NOISE CHOIR sang “At the 

Cross” on Palm Sunday after the 15 member choir 

spent weeks of rehearsing. Hear it @ 

http://www.blackwaterbaptist.org/uploads/6/0/7/8/60

78740/atthecross041419.mp3 

On April 28 the choir reprised fan favorite “Because 

He Lives Medley” from the score.  

 

On Father’s Day we were blessed with a mother and 

daughter duet by Laurie Goodman and Lauren 

Anderson singing “How Deep the Father’s Love for 

Us” which was utterly beautiful. You can hear it @ 
http://www.blackwaterbaptist.org/uploads/6/0/7/8/607874

0/howdeepthefatherslove061619.mp3 

 

We’re happy to say 

that our talented Pat 

Riddick recently got a 

new harmonica. Pat 

was privileged to 

perform with the 

Fentress Station band 

during the recent 

Bluegrass BBQ event! Way to go, Pat! 

 

The AUDIO TEAM of Rob Goodman (below), 

Kevin Rowell and 

Chris Yawman is 

always helping our 

speakers and musicians 

to sound their best. The 

Choir extends deep 

appreciation to the 

team for taking time to 

attend the choir 

rehearsals! BBC is 

truly blessed to have such technically skilled people 

to rely on! If you have an event that requires use of 

the audio sound system always contact the Audio 

Team before attempting to use the system yourself! 

 

MISSION ACTION 
GAs and RAs outdid themselves with their annual 

spaghetti dinner fundraiser in April. The meals 

brought in over $1,200 for donation to the Annie 

Armstrong Easter Offering! Thank you to everyone 

who helped either by making the food or by 

purchasing a meal! 

 

LUTA TEBAULT 

CIRCLE NEWS 

The Luta Tebault Circle 

wishes to thank everyone 

who participated in the 

Sweet Sensations Dessert 

Auction. Over $700 was 

donated to the Annie 

Armstrong Easter Offering 

from this event! 
 

In May members of the circle gave all the moms 

special hand-painted gift rocks on Mother’s Day. 

There were a variety of sayings on the unique gifts; 

the one pictured will always be a reminder to pray for 

our church, our country, our families and each other. 

On Father’s Day they handed out homemade key fobs 

made with an assortment of bolt nuts (You never 

know when you might need one)! The dads were very 

appreciative of this clever gift! 
 

Members brought sunshine to a shut-in as well as 

supported the blood drive with desserts and gave gifts 

to this year’s Graduates. 

MISSION PROJECT 

HYGIENE KITS 

The Luta Tebault Circle is 

collecting hygiene kits for 

Union Mission. To participate please buy the 

following items in travel sizes: chapstick, 

deodorant, toothbrush, toothpaste, small packs of 

Kleenex, small comb or brush, razors, soap, and 

men’s black socks. Please include a note of 

encouragement and/or scripture.  Place all items in a 

zip lock bag (gallon size or larger) and place in the 

box on the back hall table.  Deadline: July 28. 

http://www.blackwaterbaptist.org/uploads/6/0/7/8/6078740/atthecross041419.mp3
http://www.blackwaterbaptist.org/uploads/6/0/7/8/6078740/atthecross041419.mp3
http://www.blackwaterbaptist.org/uploads/6/0/7/8/6078740/howdeepthefatherslove061619.mp3
http://www.blackwaterbaptist.org/uploads/6/0/7/8/6078740/howdeepthefatherslove061619.mp3


GOING, GOING, GONE 
Due to dwindling participation and 

the occasional allergy-inducing 

effects of pollen, the annual sale of 

Easter lilies was abandoned this 

year. This long-time tradition of 

selling Easter lilies to raise money 

for the Annie Armstrong Easter Offering began in 

1991. 

 

 
 

NEW CHURCH DIRECTORIES are in the 

works but rather than calling an outside company our 

production will be done “in house.” Photos will be 

taken by Andrea Daniels and Sarah Whitson on 

Saturday July 13 and Saturday July 20. 

Accommodations will be made for those who cannot 

come on these dates. Callbacks 

to schedule appointments and to 

verify directory information will 

be handled by Linda Jordan, 

Phyllis Arth, and Debbie Keller 

at the beginning of July. 
 

This will be the first time that an in house photo 

directory will be made and we’re very excited to see 

the results! The advantage of creating our own books 

is that additional pages can easily be added as new 

members join BBC. Another advantage is that photos 

can be less restrictive in family poses, allowing for 

some fun family photos. Of course, if it’s a dud, we 

can always call Mr. Olan again ;) 

 

MENS RETREAT will be held on July 19-20. The 

guys will be heading up to Austin Savage’s 

Goochland farm for an overnight of camaraderie and 

biblical based study. Contact Don Arth if you are 

interested in participating! 

 

ICE CREAM SOCIAL The Luta Tebault 

Circle is hosting an Ice Cream Social for young 

and old alike on July 21 from 6-7pm in the 

social hall. Come do some sprinkles with us! 
 

 

 

YOUTH FISHING TOURNAMENT 

will be held after church on August 18 

@ 1pm -3pm. This is for kids under age 

16. The place will be announced later. 

 

BAPTISM will be held on August 25 during the 

10am worship service. This event will coincide with 

baptisms held by many churches that are part of the 

Bridge Network of Churches. If anyone is interested 

please contact Pastor Lynn or a deacon for more 

information. 

 

CHURCH ANNIVERSARY PICNIC 
BBC is getting ready to celebrate 245 years of faithful 

service to God and the 

Blackwater and Gibbs 

Woods communities. This 

event is sure to please… “A 

picnic on steroids” is how 

committee chairman, Don 

Arth put it. The party picnic 

will be held at the North West River Park in 

Chesapeake on September 15. There will be guest 

speakers, music, fun and games, and of course a ton 

of food! In the event of rain we will enjoy the 

festivities at the church. Watch upcoming bulletins 

for more details! 

 

UPCOMING MEETINGS 
 Finance Committee meeting date: July 28 @ 

after church 

 Nominating Committee meeting date:  August 4 

@ 7pm 

 Church Council meeting date:  August 12 @ 7pm 

 

 
So one day we were practicing with a camera. This 

was such a good photo of our lovely Nina that we just 

had to share! 

 


