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Checkmate!
A famous painting,
created by the German
painter Moritz Retzsch in
the 1800s, shows Faust
and Satan playing a game
of chess on top of a sarcophagus/coffin. The devil
has convinced Faust the game is over; he has
checkmated his opponent’s king and Faust’s downtrodden expression relays his belief that he has lost
his soul to the great deceiver.
One great chess master studied the painting and
the placement of the chess pieces and startled
bystanders by proclaiming, “It is a lie! The knight
and the king have another move!”
Satan is always lying to us; it is his greatest
weapon. “There is no hope. Things will never get
better. You are worthless. You should quit.”
Easter is when God says to us, “It is a lie! You
have another move.” After all, the accuser must
have felt like he had checkmated the Son of God by
inspiring the crowd to crucify Him. The King was
clearly dead when His disciples lowered the body
from the cross, wrapped it in linen and laid it in a
dark and cold tomb. But God had another move;
one that would forever checkmate Satan in his plan
to damn the human race eternally. When Jesus
stepped out of the tomb that first Easter Sunday, He
took the keys of hell and of death from the
gruesome grip of the evil one and emptied the
grave of its fear.
Because He is “the resurrection and the life,” He
offers hope and help to us when we have been
listening to the deceiver’s woe-filled whispers.
“Fear not. I am with you.” He is the next move for
us.
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OUR NEWEST MEMBER
On March 3 Luch
Kovacs was baptized
and voted into our BBC
family. May we all
support Luch through
prayer as he grows in
Christ. Luch is the son of Jimmy & Brittaney Kovacs.

CONDOLENCES
Our deepest sympathy is extended to the family and
friends of Joyce Shirley Meiggs who passed into
glory on Monday, March 18. Joyce was a long-time
member of BBC who served as pianist, a choir
member and many other ways. She blessed us with
her quick wit and lovely poems on church life.
We send our prayers and condolences to Cecil Shirley
and Mary S. Johnson and their families for the loss of
their brother, Evan Shirley, who also died March 18.

Prayer List
Audrey Arth
Harold Bigelow
Nancy Butler
David Carey
Preston Fussell
Kevin Gowen
Gary Gregory
Brenda Gwaltney
William Gwaltney
Peggy Hatcher
Mike Howell

Marie Hughes
Beverly Lopes
Loved One - cancer
Kathy Matsen
Meiggs family
Marty & Etta Mae Pitts
Shane Riddle
Kaylee Rios
Shirley Family
Barbra Williams
Kayla Williams

If you’d like to send a card to Marty Pitts his address is:

Bay Pointe Medical & Rehab Center
1148 First Colonial Road, Room 24
Virginia Beach VA 23454-2426

A BACKWARD
GLANCE
WMU SUNDAY: On

January 13th the BBC
ladies took over the duties
of our worship service.
The ladies choir opened
worship with “Because He
Lives” and sang “Send the
Light” for a music special.
Missionaries, William
(Bill) and Ashley Freeman
were our guest speakers
who gave a presentation about the work they do and
the people they share God’s love to while serving in
Myanmar. During the Sunday School hour Ashley
and Bill shared about everyday life and customs they
experience. After church they spent time with GAs,
RAs and
Acteens for a
deeper look into
missions.
Thank you to
WMU Director
Ashley Boyett
for leading and
coordinating
Photo by Ashley Boyett
this special event and to all participants!
Below is the letter of thanks from Bill and Ashley:
“Dear Blackwater Baptist Church,
Thank you so much for all the
encouragement, support and interest you
showed to us when we visited and shared with
you last month [January]. It is always a highlight
of our time in the states to come and be with
you. We are so thankful for your support,
prayers, and partnership with us. Thank you as
well for the very generous love offering that you
gave. The Blackwater church family has been
such a blessing to us since we first met you and
we look forward to the continued partnership and
all that the Father will continue to do to grow His
Kingdom through our working together!
Many blessings and thanks,
Bill and Ashley Freeman”

“BELIEVE” SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS:
The newest adult class began January 20 under the
leading of Pastor Lynn and Craig Creamer. The book
“Believe” by Randy Frazee is the basis of the lessons
shared. The Ladies Class has also begun using
“Believe” in conjunction with their regular lesson
books. You can now listen to the lessons online at
blackwaterbaptist.org/believe-ss-class.html.

NEW DEACON: Kevin Rowell was installed as a
member of the Board of Deacons in a moving Deacon
Ordination service on January 27.

Above: (L to R) Jeremy Schratwieser, Don Arth, Craig
Creamer, Kevin Rowell, Pastor Lynn, and Jimmy Slocum.
Missing is Deacon Curtis Shirley.

SOUPER BOWL SUNDAY was held on
February 3 during the 9:00am Sunday School hour.
Adult and Youth classes met in the Social Hall for a
Bible trivia contest. Congratulations to the YOUTH
SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS for taking this year’s
trophy! They really know their Bible scriptures!
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Above: (L to R) Class members: Luch, Robbie, Eliza,
teacher Becka Yawman, Trey, Emma, teacher Susan
Creamer, Erin, and Grace.

BLOOD DRIVE: Kudos to Andrea Daniels and
Sarah Whitson for organizing the latest blood drive
on February 6. We also want to thank the many
volunteers who helped with check-in and food service

and helped make the day successful. 28 pints were
donated that will help area hospitals save lives! The
next blood drive is scheduled for Tuesday, June 4.

WINTER JAM: On February 24 the BBC youth,
friends and a few parents went to the Scope for an excited
night worshiping our Savior with head-liner bands like
Newsboys at the 2019 Jam Nation! Our teens were
reenergized in the spirit and excited to spread the gospel!

use as additional “Deacons’ corner” seating. This left
a wide gap between the front
of the loft and remaining choir
pews. This was particularly
noticeable when the choir sang
at Christmas. Singers were too
far from the Director. Moving
the vintage wooden half-wall
closer to the remaining choir
pews fixed the issue.
With the additional sanctuary
floor space another set of long
pews were added at the front
of the church to accommodate
our growing congregation. Thank you, Craig, for a
job well done! Unless you look closely you can’t
even tell anything changed! Eventually, new sanctuary
carpet will cover patches where the wall used to be.
Craig and the maintenance team
are always busy keeping our
church and grounds beautiful.
They recently cleaned and
painted all the sanctuary
windows. The crumbling
cinderblock wall by the road in
front of the church was also
removed and the yard sloped.
We are so blessed to have such dedicated folks at
BBC!

Photo 1: by Emma Hardaway
Photos 2 & 3: by Samantha Savage

MOVE THAT WALL! Because the choir loft is
not often used members voted to remove a pew for

The GAs and
RAs are
sponsoring a
Spaghetti
Dinner to raise
funds for the
Annie
Armstrong Easter Offering. Dinner will be served in
the Social Hall on Sunday evening, April 7 from
5:30pm to 7:00pm. Carry-out is also available.
Dinners are $8.00 each and include a side salad,
spaghetti, bread, and dessert. Contact any GA or RA
to purchase a ticket.

THE JOYFUL NOISE CHOIR is rehearsing
“At the Cross” for a Palm
Sunday presentation on April
14 during the 10am worship
service. This Easter musical is
a blend of traditional and
contemporary praise music that
tells the simple truth of Jesus’
magnificent love for us. Practicing since midFebruary, the 16-member choir is blessed with
people whose love of God shines through their
music. Special thanks to each of them for their
dedication to sing God’s praise!

THE PRAISE TEAM is pleased to now have
talented Karen and Pam on the team!

SILENT AUCTION BAKE SALE: The Luta
Tebault Circle will have a Sweet Sensations silent
auction bake sale on Easter Sunday, April 21. Plan to
buy a dessert to make your own Easter family dinner
become just a little bit sweeter. All proceeds benefit
the Annie Armstrong Easter Offering.

BUSINESS MEETING: The next church
business meeting will be on April 28 @ 6:30pm. The
meeting will be preceded by dinner at 6:00pm, hosted
by the Luta Tebault Circle. Bring a side dish or
dessert; the fried chicken and tea is provided by the
church!

BLUEGRASS GOSPEL & BBQ: It’s time for

EASTER EGG HUNT: The 2019 Easter Egg
Hunt will be held on Saturday, April 20 from 10am to
12 noon. It is hosted by Maureen Hardaway and
Becka Yawman. Individually wrapped candy, small
toys, erasers, stickers & bubbles that will fit inside
plastic eggs are now being accepted until April 15.
Place donations in the specially marked “Easter”
basket on the back hall.

good music, good food and good company! The fun
starts on Saturday, May 11 @ 4pm when music by
“Venture Station” will be performed in the sanctuary.
Seating is limited due to space constriction, but a
sign-up sheet will be posted by mid-April.

Afterwards, a BBQ dinner with all the usual sides
(beans, coleslaw, etc.) will be served in the social hall
around 5:30pm.
NOTE: A love offering will be taken at this event.

2019 VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL will be
BBC will conduct an early Sunday service on April
21 @ 6:30am at the south parking lot of Blackwater
Baptist Church (across from the fire station). Pastor
Lynn will lead the service.

held at BBC on June
23-27 for children up
to age 12. This year’s
theme is “To Mars and
Beyond.” Decorating
will start the week
before and should be
pretty awesome! More
details coming soon!

See the church calendar for more events!
Please contact Linda with corrections or changes!

THE CROCHET CLUB is an affiliate “interest-

CIRCLE NEWS
THE RUTH WALDEN CIRCLE participates
in home and foreign missions as well as local
community needs. For our February mission flowers
and food were taken to a shut-in. For March we made
a gift card donation to a family in need after a death
in the family. In April we will help support the annual
Easter Egg Hunt and will donate to the Annie
Armstrong Easter Offering. We also have an ongoing
mission to provide meals to shut-ins. The Ruth
Walden Circle meets the last Wednesday of the
month, 12 noon, at a restaurant chosen for that month.
If you would like more information please contact
Phyllis Arth, 757-421-0620.

driven” WMU group. The ladies have been meeting
intermittently during the cold winter months and look
forward to meeting more regularly now that Spring
has sprung. Meetings are held at 6:30pm on Tuesday
evenings at BBC. Recent projects have focused on
making crochet and loom-knit hats for newborns at
local hospitals.
If you know of someone to nominate for a “Covered
in Love” hand crocheted blanket please contact
Linda, Susie, Andrea, or Sue.. Shh… but don’t tell
the person ahead of time – the Crochet Club likes to
surprise their recipients!
If you would like to crochet or loom-knit with a fun
group of gals, or would like to learn how to do these
yarn arts please contact a member.

OUR FAVORITE LINKS
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CHURCH WEBSITE @
http://www.blackwaterbaptist.org/



CHURCH CALENDAR @
http://www.blackwaterbaptist.org/calendar.html

in the January WMU Sunday in several capacities,
including having several members singing with the
Ladies Choir. In February the Circle fed the Creeds
Ruritans, and participated in the BBC blood drive.
They also contributed to a family in need and made
sunshine visits to several families, which are always
appreciated.



DONATE ONLINE with the Givelify app @
http://www.blackwaterbaptist.org/donate.html
Follow the simple instructions to donate anytime
you want!



LIKE US ON FACEBOOK @
https://www.facebook.com/blackwaterbaptist/

They are looking forward to the Easter Sweet
Sensations event and will be making desserts for
auction as well as for the GA/RA spaghetti dinners in
early April. They will also help support the upcoming
Vacation Bible School in June.



FACEBOOK MOBILE @
m.me/blackwaterbaptist

L to R: Alice Savage, Pat Washington, Jennifer Williams,
Diane Horsley, Phyllis Arth, Doris McClain, Mary
Cardwell, and Laura Tebault

THE LUTA TEBAULT CIRCLE participated

Susie Kovacs is the Circle President and the group
usually meets in the evenings on the third Mondays of
each month.



JOIN US SUNDAY MORNINGS
SUNDAY SCHOOL

9:00am

WORSHIP SERVICE

10:00am

Nursery provided

